
YES NO
Are you married or in a

civil partnership

Is your estate

worth more than

£270,000?
NO

YES

Do you have

children? 
Yes

Do you have any

direct descendants?

No

Do you have any

siblings?

Yes

No

Do you have any

half-siblings?

Yes

No

Are your

parents still

alive?

Yes

No

Are your

grandparents

alive?

Yes

No

Do you have any

aunts or uncles? 
Yes

No

Do you have any

half uncles or

aunts? 

Yes

NO

YES

Everything is
shared equally
between your

children

Everything is
shared equally

between all
siblings

Everything is
shared
equally

between
half siblings

Everything is
shared equally

between
parents

Everything is
shared
equally

between
grandparents

Everything is
shared equally

between
aunts and

uncles

Everything is
shared
equally

between half-
aunts and

half-uncles

NOEverything
passes to the

Crown

Everything
passes to

your spouse
or civil
partner

Everything
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£270,000 of your assets – such as property, home, cars,
etc. – will be passed onto your spouse or civil partner, and
they will also receive half of everything left over. The other

50% will be split between your children. 
* Personal belongings are in addition to the £270,000.

IMPORTANT
Children: includes legally adopted

children but not step-children. Half-
siblings are those with one parent in

common with you. Unmarried partners
will not inherit any of your estate unless

this is specified in your will. 

What happens if I die (intestate),
without a will? 

Please visit our 
Intestacy Rules in Detail article

to learn more

Intestacy is when somebody dies without leaving a valid will. This may be because they never made one, or because it
wasn’t correctly written.

When this is the case, their estate will become subject to intestacy rules for their country of residence. Normally, it will go
to their spouse or a close family member, but it depends on where you reside. There are key differences depending on this,
even across the UK. 

Important - If you child is to pass before the
intestate, their children will inherit in their place. 
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